A REMINDER DURING TIMES OF SUFFERING
BY KEVIN WILLIAMS

It has been virtually impossible to escape the effects of COVID-19 over the last
fourteen months. For most of us, the worst has not been sickness but the
government restrictions. It has impacted our jobs, schools, and social
interactions with friends and family. Of course, our regular church gatherings
have been inconvenienced throughout this ordeal.

From a distance | have watched this virus sweep through churches of many of
my friends. We have also prayed for several of our missionaries in other countries
who have been significantly affected. A few of our church members have also
had loved ones die from COVID-19 who lived outside of Canada.

Until three weeks ago, our church family seemed immune to the threat of this
illness. That has certainly changed. A couple dozen have become sick, and
several have had to be hospitalized. Because the virus can spread before
symptoms emerge, we have unknowingly infected each other at some of our
gatherings. |, most likely, caught the virus at church, and | possibly spread it to
others.

As | lay in bed for over a week with pneumonia, | was reminded that God's
people are not immune to suffering. We get sick like anyone else. We grieve the
loss of loved ones. The gravitational pull of this fallen world affects us all.

I’'m grateful for the Lord’s healing! | know my church family was concerned and
praying for me. | feel that my lungs have fully recovered, and I'm eager to return
to pastoral ministry. | also have a heavy heart for those in our congregation who
are still sick. And | grieve for those who have recently had family members die.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:

9:30 AM, 11:00 AM OR 6:00 PM

Three live services will be available to fifteen people in the auditorium.
Registration is available here or on the link below to attend one of the
services. Only those registrants/attendees who can adhere to the
restrictions of Alberta Health Services may attend. These are listed on
the registration site. As always, livestream is available for those not able to
attend.

WEDNESDAY PRAYER & BIBLE STUDY: 7 PM

This in-person service is held in the auditorium. There is a fifteen person
limit. A link to register will be sent out on Tuesdays through email. A
Zoom link will also be made available for as many as would like to

participate from home.

A Reminder During Times of
Suffering (Continued)

This world is a cruel place. Sin’s
influence is everywhere. But suffering
is a great reminder of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. This world is passing
away (1 John 2:17), and it groans to
be redeemed (Rom 8:22). Our corrupt
bodies also groan  awaiting
glorification ~ (Rom  8:23). The
message of hope comes from our
Saviour who declares from His
heavenly throne: “Behold, | make all
things new” (Rev 21:5).

Recovering from an illness is a
blessing, and the prospects of living
without COVID restrictions s
certainly desired by everyone. But
this corrupt world is not getting
better. Praise God for His eternal
promises! “Therefore, we do not lose
heart. Even though our outward man
is perishing, yet the inward man is
being renewed day by day. For our
light affliction, which is but for a
moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of
glory.” (2 Cor 4:16-17)
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Discussion Questions:

1.What was rational about Orpah’s
decision to return to Moab? (Ruth
1:14-15)

2.How did going to Judah cost Ruth?
(Ruth 1:14-15)

3.How was Ruth'’s decision
theological? (Ruth 1:15-16)

4.What are the costs of following
Christ?

5.How does faith and repentance
relate to Ruth’s confession?

6.How should you describe the
Gospel to a polytheist?

7.How does Boaz describe Ruth’s
salvation? (Ruth 2:12)
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Church Office
780-440-1195
Pastor Kevin Williams
587-635-2758
Pastor Jerry Ascher
587-635-2751

Pastor Mark Richmond
587-635-2752

David Treau

587-635-2753

Email:
info@meadowlandsbaptist.com

GIVING

E-transfer is available. From your
bank's website, select the e-transfer
feature. The email address to transfer
tois
donations@meadowlandsbaptist.com
Your donation will be automatically
accepted and you will receive a
confirmation of the transfer.
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/registration-for-sunday-worship-services-may-23-tickets-156003283019

